The Leo V. Berger Immigrant’s Trunk
Living History Performance: Bessie Bluefeld
Pre-Visit Information

The Jewish Museum of Maryland’s Leo V. Berger Immigrant’s Trunk Program presents its newest living history character, The Story of Bessie Bluefeld, a Jewish immigrant from Zvihil, Russia, performed by professional actor Terry Nicholetti. The performance lasts for 45 minutes. Following the performance, audience members will have the opportunity to meet and ask questions with “Mrs. Bluefeld” and then with Terry Nicholetti.

The following information explains what is required for a successful performance, which will need your assistance.  

Stage Area Set-In:  
Your room will be transported back in time to 1906, in Russia, followed by Bessie’s Journey to America in 1907. The rest of the play takes place in and around Baltimore from 1907-1941. Terry will bring a folding restaurant cart and a case with props, costumes, a folding chair, and time cards. 
· The required performance area is a minimum of 10 ft. x 20 ft.    
· Please have one chair available in the stage area. 

Access: 
· Terry requires access to the stage area at least 75 minutes before performance time. 
· She also needs access to a bathroom and a private room where she can change into costumes before the show. 
· Please also arrange for a staff member to welcome Terry and show her to the performance area. She will not need assistance with carrying items if she is able to roll her cart to the area. 
· Please provide us with the staff member’s contact information as well as information about parking at least one week prior to the performance. 


Introduction:  
In order for the actor to begin the performance in character:
· We request that a member of your staff introduce the program prior to the performance. 
· At the end of the performance, your staff member may invite the audience to ask questions of “Mrs. Bluefeld.” 
· After questions with “Mrs. Bluefeld”, the staff member may then introduce Terry Nicholetti and invite the audience to ask questions. 
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Before the performance:

The Jewish Museum of Maryland’s Leo V. Berger Immigrant’s Trunk Program presents its newest living history character, Bessie Bluefeld.  Bessie was a young immigrant woman who came from Russia with her husband in 1907, and made a name for herself in the catering business. Bessie and her family started the company, Bluefeld Catering, which became synonymous with quality and class throughout the Baltimore/Washington metropolitan area.  Bessie’s story embodies the struggles and triumphs that an immigrant would experience making a new life in a new country. Please help welcome Bessie Bluefeld…. 

After the performance:

Do you have any questions for Bessie?

After the Bessie questions:

And now I’d like to introduce the actor who played Bessie, Terry Nicholetti. Terry, a former teaching nun and award-winning sales trainer for Washington Business Journal, has written two one-woman shows which were performed by her in DC's Madcap Carnival of New Works: Dance with Me and Father John Says a Hail Mary. Terry is founder and Chief Encourager of Speak Out, Girlfriend! where she helps professional women overcome the fear of public speaking.

________________________________________________________________

Questions?

 Your contact person at the Jewish Museum of Maryland is: 

Abby Krolik
Visitor Services Coordinator
akrolik@jewishmuseummd.org 
410- 732-6400 ext. 235

If you need to reach Terry Nicholetti the day of the performance:
Cell: 202-302-2403
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