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The Most Extraordinary Baltimorean You’ve Never Heard Of:

Discover the A-Mazing Mendes Cohen Exhibit

At Fort McHenry when the bombs were bursting in air; at the Supreme Court when states rights were at stake; in Paris when the people prepared the barricades; at the Vatican for the installation of a new pope; down the Nile to collect artifacts; in Jerusalem as the first American tourist; in Annapolis when arguments raged over fugitive slaves; on the board of the nation’s first railroad: the amazing Mendes Cohen was there – and this September, you will be too. 

The Jewish Museum of Maryland invites you on an exciting adventure through the twists and turns of the life of Mendes Cohen! The A-Mazing Mendes Cohen exhibit, created in partnership with the Maryland Historical Society, is a maze that will delight the whole family. Take a journey to put together the puzzle of one man’s identity and in the process discover something about identities we share.  

“What a terrific way to bring the 19th century to life”, said Burt Kummerow, director of the Maryland Historical Society, “the Mendes Cohen letters and artifacts have always been a treasure of our collection and it is wonderful that we’ve found a way to engage the public with this story”

Highlights of the exhibit include: 

· A welcome from the ghost of Mendes himself. Our Mendes Cohen living history character starts opens the maze experience with his own media clip introducing the journey.

· Original artifacts including Mendes’ hand-sewn American flag, created in 1832 as he sailed down the Nile River; his US passport, issued in 1829; his traveling writing desk (the first laptop?), artifacts collected on his journey through Egypt  and more. 

· Hands-on activities: can you save the powder magazine at Fort McHenry?, can you build Baltimore’s Washington Monument (hint: the Cohen brothers lottery helped fund the monument)? What about designing your own flag for the journey through Egypt?  We’ll even have you deciphering Mendes’ handwriting before the exhibit is over.

· A detailed timeline illustrating the progress of technology and events across the 84 years of Mendes’ life.  Find new connections between global events and life here in Baltimore.  The exhibit features documentation of the struggle for equal rights for Jews in Maryland in the context of the fight for equality across many communities and nations.

“It’s a cliché to say that an exhibit has something for everyone”, commented JMM director, Marvin Pinkert, “but this exhibit has been designed to be accessible at several different levels – for the young visitor who is just beginning to explore the past, it’s framed as an adventure; but for seasoned museum-goers it provides a rare in-depth look at the formation of a community’s identity.”

The A-Mazing Mendes Cohen opens to the public on September 14, 2014 at the Jewish Museum of Maryland at the Herbert Bearman Campus. Open from 10am to 5pm, admission is $8 for adults, $6 for seniors, $4 for students, and $3 for children under 12. Museum members admitted free. 

The A-Mazing Mendes Cohen exhibit is made possible through the generous support of the David Berg Foundation, the David and Barbara B. Hirschhorn Foundation, Maryland Heritage Area Authority, Homer and Martha Gudelsky Foundation, the Richard and Rosalee C. Davison Foundation, Morris Schapiro + Family Foundation, Barbara P. Katz, and the Eliasberg Family Foundation.

There is also a great line up of programs to go with the exhibition. Here are just a few of our upcoming events:  

Opening of The A-Mazing Mendes Cohen

Sunday, September 14, 10:00am – 5:00pm

Exclusive Member’s Only Event: “The Making of…”

The insider story of how the maze and living history character were put together

Sunday, September 14, 5:00pm – 7:00pm
Citizen Stand: Battle for Baltimore 1814 

A performance by the students of Baltimore School for the Arts 

Sunday, September 21 at 1:00pm 

Mendes Cohen: Living History Performance

Sunday, September 21 at 2:00pm

Venue: North Point Library, 1716 Merritt Boulevard, Dundalk, MD  21222

The A-Mazing Mendes Cohen will be on display at the Jewish Museum of Maryland September 14, 2014 through June 14, 2015. Check out website for more program announcements or contact Trillion Attwood, tattwood@jewishmuseummd.org/ 410-732-6400 x215 for more program information. 
About the Jewish Museum of Maryland

The Jewish Museum of Maryland, at 15 Lloyd Street, Baltimore, MD, 21202 is America’s leading museum of regional Jewish history, culture and community, located in downtown Baltimore, blocks from the Inner harbor. At the JMM visitors can uncover the roots of Jewish history in changing exhibitions and landmark historic sites – the Lloyd Street Synagogue, built in 1845, now the nation’s third oldest standing synagogue, and B’nai Israel Synagogue, built in 1876 and home to a vibrant congregation.
About the Maryland Historical Society
Founded in 1844, The Maryland Historical Society Museum and Library (at 201 W. Monument Street) occupies an entire city block in the Mount Vernon district of Baltimore. The society's mission is to "collect, preserve, and interpret the objects and materials that reflect Maryland's diverse cultural heritage." The Society is home to the original manuscript of the Star-Spangled Banner and publishes a quarterly titled "Maryland Historical Magazine" and a semi-annual MdHS Newsletter. Visit www.mdhs.org.
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1. Exhibit Logo

2. “Bombardment of Fort McHenry” by Peter Rindlisbacher, courtesy of the artist.

3. #FlatMendes – Get in on the fun! Download your own #FlatMendes and share your photos via twitter, facebook and email. See www.jewishmuseummd.org for more details.

4. American Flag, 1832 JMM 1996.169.2
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