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Saul Bernstein was born in 1872 in Posvol, Lithuania. He started a new life in America in 1889 when he 
received a letter from his uncle Abram who had already made the journey. His mother helped him 
purchase a ticket on a ship by giving him all the money she had saved over the years as a dressmaker. At 
the age of 17, Saul traveled by himself on a ship that arrived in Castle Gardens, New York. 

From New York, Saul made his way to Baltimore,  staying in his uncle’s home for only a week before 
embarking on a career as a peddler. He started in small towns on the Eastern Shore but soon began 
traversing the mountains of western Maryland and West Virginia. Despite many challenges Saul found 
success as a peddler and by 1891he was able to pay for the passage of his parents and brother to the 
United States. By 1892, he became part-owner of a dry good store in Coopers, WV.  

However, Saul had a dream: to become a professional artist. During his years as a peddler, he always 
carried a sketchpad and art supplies, capturing the life of small towns as he passed through. His dry 
goods store, Silver and Bernstein Clothing, was distinctive because of the art that filled its walls. 

His talent was noticed by a customer who helped Saul apply for admission into the prestigious Maryland 
Institute School of Art and Design. His art studies also took him to New York and Paris where he studied 
at the famed l’Academie Julian. As his art career was flourishing – his work was even purchased by 
noted Baltimore art connoisseurs Etta and Claribel Cohen – he also became a Zionist activist and 
attended meetings of the local Hovevei Zionist chapter. It was at these meetings that he met his future 
wife, Jennie Abel. 

Saul died a young man at the age of 33 just as he was entering his prime as an artist. His artwork can be 
found in the collections of the JMM and the Baltimore Museum of Art as well as in the homes of 
individual patrons and family members. 



 

 
 

Charcoal sketch of a woman with lace cap and shawl seated on chair. 
Signed Saul Bernstein, May 18th 1897.  

Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.001 



 
 
 

Charcoal sketch of a seated woman in belted dress, holding an umbrella across her lap.  
Signed by Saul Bernstein, May 18th, 1897. 

Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.002 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charcoal sketch of an older man in a suit jacket, wearing glasses, head bowed down in sleep. 
 Signed SB 4/27/97 [Saul Bernstein, April 27th, 1997] 

Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.003 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pen and ink sketch of a stack containing gloves, a cane, an umbrella, book and a hat. 
Unsigned and undated. 

Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.004 



 
 

Charcoal sketch of a seated man wearing jacket and bow tie.  
Signed S.B. May 14th, 1897 [Saul Bernstein] 
Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.005 



 
 
 

Charcoal sketch of a woman standing with her gloved hands clasped in front of her.  
Signed S.B. May 7th, 1897 [Saul Bernstein] 

Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.006 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Self portrait, Saul Bernstein with palette and paint brush 
Gift of Peter Bernstein, JMM 2008.104.007 

 
 
 

Share your creations with us! 
Tweet us at @jewishmuseummd or post to our Facebook. 

Remember to use the hashtag #ColorOurCollections. 


