
The New ‘New Colossus”  

What to do:  

• Read over The New Colossus, we have included an image of the 

plaque inside the Statue of Liberty but you can also read it here.  

Think about the words Emma chose to use,  what words jump out 

to you? How do you think they would make a new immigrant feel?  

• Now try writing your own version of  the poem, what words do 

you think would be of comfort to new immigrants? Don’t worry too 

much about making your poem rhyme, think more about the ideas 

and feelings you want to communicate.  

 Bonus Activity: Now try creating a poem for new immigrants 

 today, how would it vary? What challenges do you think  

  immi grants today might face?  

Do you know the name Emma Lazarus? She was a Jewish woman 

born in New York in 1849, she was a direct descendant of some of 

the earliest Jewish settlers in our country.  Emma was a poet and in 

1883 she wrote the poem The New Colossus to help raise funds for 

the construction for the pedestal, or base for the Statue of Liberty. 

The poem helps us to think about the experiences of immigrants, it 

helps us to remember how moving to a new country was a very 

difficult and scary process.   

In this activity we are going to take a  

closer look at the poem and try writing  

our own version.  

What You Need:  

• Paper and pencil   

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46550/the-new-colossus




The New Colossus 

By Emma Lazarus 

 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 

With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 

 

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she 

With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

 

The New Colossus is a type of poem called a “sonnet,” which has a very strict set 

of rules. Interested in trying to write your own sonnet?  

Here’s a great resource to get you started! 

https://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/sonnet.htm
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