
 

Exploring Jewish Art  

   
While the Museum is closed to the public, the JMM team has created family activity 
packets for you to enjoy in your own homes. Each collection of materials is inspired by 
our exhibits, Jewish History, and Jewish holidays. 
 
All of the activities we share are designed for families to complete together and use 
supplies you porbably have in your house.  
 

 
 
Did you know that May is Jewish American Heritage month? 
 
This month we’re using our weekly family activity packets to highlight different aspects 
of Jewish American history, inspired by our collections. This packet’s activities focus on 
art, looking at just a few examples from what makes up the vast category of Jewish art.  
 
What is Jewish art anyway? One kind of Jewish art is ceremonial objects, also known 
as Judaica. These are objects used in rituals during Shabbat and holidays, like Torah 
covers, yads, tallit, candlesticks, etc. and are often beautiful and intricately designed. 
Another kind of Jewish art is Jewish folk art, which includes thinks like papercutting, 
calligraphy, and wood carving.  
 

Silver spice box, JMM 1996.141.15. Gold-plated Torah crown used at Beth Jacob 
Congregation, JMM 2010.7.1. Glass-based wedding cup, JMM 1996.141.25. Cast metal 
dreidel, JMM 1996.141.46. 

https://www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/


 

 
Art can also be called Jewish if it was created by Jewish individuals. Jewish artists have 
worked in a variety of different styles across history. For some artists, like Marc Chagall, 
Judaism was central to their work, while for others, such as the Impressionist Camille 
Pissaro, the influence of their Judaism on their work is less apparent.  
 

Sketch by Helen Ries for Levindale Auxiliary Hebrew Geriatric Center and Hospital 
contribution card, JMM 19993.138.11. Rosalyn Shechter with her sculpture “Lady Eve,” 
1962, JMM 1974.21.17. Sketch of Marian Anderson by Reuben Kramer,” 1954, JMM 
1991.115.4. “My Mother’s Bread,” still life painting by Herman Maril, 1955, JMM 
1989.125.1. 
 
Learn about these different types of Jewish art through the activities below. From 
exploring the work of Maryland Jewish artists to creating your own ritual and folk art, we 
hope you enjoy this introduction to Jewish art. 
 
Think about what you can learn by looking at and making art. The art objects in the 
Museum’s collections are not just beautiful works, they also tell us important historical 
information. Things like what materials were available to artists of the time, what places 
used to look like, and even what people valued at the time.  
 
Art tells stories. What kinds of stories do you want your art to tell? 

 
  



 

Everyday Observations 

   

Drawing of a woman and child shopping in Baltimore, JMM 2005.66.84. Untitled 
painting of Lombard Street, JMM 2010.83.4. Sketchof the bar at Whitbread Tavern, 
September 17, 1979, JMM 2005.66.74. All works by Jacob Glushakow. 
 
Jacob Glushakow was a Jewish Baltimore artist who painted scenes of everyday life, 
showing how our city and its people have changed over the years.  
 
Now is a great time to use art to document your own life and how it has changed and is 
still changing. We’d love to add your work to our collections, just like Glushakow’s 
paintings! You can donate the work you create to JMM as part of our History is Now: 

JMM Collects Stories of the Pandemic Initiative.  
 
Supplies needed:  

• Paper 
• Pencil, pen, markers, or paint 

 
Bonus: Grab a copy of our JMM Jacob Glushakow Coloring Book and a special 
color-your-own Glushakow valentine! 
 

Learn more about Jacob Glushakow’s life and legacy in this video with his nephew, 

Robert. 
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob_Glushakow
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3szJsWUiCw4oJcuasZMkJ-2-sTrNdCVLuiYyjIW0X_wRqrw/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3szJsWUiCw4oJcuasZMkJ-2-sTrNdCVLuiYyjIW0X_wRqrw/viewform?pli=1
http://jewishmuseummd.org/2016/02/colorourcollections/
http://jewishmuseummd.org/2016/02/colorourcollections-valentine-edition/
https://youtu.be/lDN5gn8l_4Q
https://youtu.be/lDN5gn8l_4Q


 

Abstract Creations 

 

“Decalogue,” pair of acrylic paintings on canvas, 1977, JMM 1987.50.1a. “Moses at the 
Burning Bush,” 1951, JMM 2011.18.1. “Aaron,” cut paper relief, 1977. JMM 1987.13.2. 
 
Amalie Rothschild was another Jewish Baltimore artist with a very different style from 
Glushakow. She created abstract paintings and sculptures, works of art that don’t look 
realistic or lifelike.  
 
In this activity, create your own work of abstract art using shapes, forms, and colors.  
 
Supplies needed:  

• Paper  
• Pencil, pen, markers, or colored pencils 

Bonus: Learn more about Amalie Rothschild in this blog post from former JMM 
intern Codi Lamb. 

  

https://jwa.org/weremember/rothschild-amalie
http://jewishmuseummd.org/2011/06/1940/


 

Make a Mezuzah 

Bezalel-style silver mezuzah, JMM 1996.141.54. Plastic mezuzah, Temple Oheb 
Shalom Collection, JMM 2004.97.65. Metal mezuzah cover, c. 1950s, JMM 1997.53.16. 
Bezalel mezuzah from Jerusalem, Temple Oheb Shalom Collection, JMM 2004.97.67. 

A mezuzah is one of the key ritual art objects for the home.  

In this activity, create your own mezuzah case – we suggest hanging it at a kid-friendly 
height on a doorpost. This is a perfect activity for using recycled materials from around 
your home. 

 

Supplies needed:  

• Empty matchbox or other small recyclable container with an opening  
• Popsicle stick  
• Glue 
• Craft supplies 
• Masking tape 
• Paper 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bezalel_school


 

Snowflake Papercuts 

 

Tamar Fishman, papercut artist, at work, Baltimore Jewish Times Collection, JMM 
2012.54.24.2. Snowflake-style papercut by Fishman. Ketubah papercut by Fishman. 
Baltimore Jewish Times Collection, 2012.54.24.4,5. Photos by Craig Terkowitz. 
 
Papercutting is one of the most popular forms of Jewish folk art. While you can make 
papercuts anytime of the year, now is a particularly great time since some people 
decorate their homes with papercuts before the holiday of Shavout.  
 
 

Supplies needed: 

• Paper  
• Scissors 

 
Bonus: Learn more about papercut artist Tamar Fishman, who also designed the 
official 2018 US Hanukkah postage stamp! 
 
Discover more about the history of Jewish papercutting and see some examples of 

beautiful artwork in this video. 

  

https://www.jewishexponent.com/2018/12/04/how-the-2018-chanukah-stamp-came-to-be/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rNKatotPkw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rNKatotPkw&feature=emb_logo


 

Keep Discovering  

Explore one of the largest collections of Jewish art online with the Center for Jewish 
Art. View works of art that are hundreds (and even thousands) of years old as well as 
more modern pieces. 
 
Learn more about Jewish women artists around the world at the Jewish Women’s 
Archive. 
 
Wikipedia has a long list of Jewish American artists to explore. 
 
If you’re looking for more ways to practice hiddur mitzvah (the beautification of ritual 
objects), check out this website which has a  collection of Jewish crafts that are great 
for holidays, Shabbat, and everyday life! 
 
 
 

https://cja.huji.ac.il/search.php?free_text=&categ%5Banc%5D=anc&submited=submited
https://jwa.org/search?search_api_fulltext=artists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Jewish_American_artists
https://www.creativejewishmom.com/


What you will need:  

• Paper 

• Materials of choice (markers, pens, 

pencils, camera) 

Everyday Observations    

Jacob Glushakow (1914-2000) was an American painter who spent his 

career documenting scenes of everyday life in Baltimore. He was born 

on a steamship while his family was immigrating to the United States 

from Germany. He was raised in East Baltimore and spent his life 

painting the streets, markets, row houses, and shops of Jewish life in 

Baltimore. Through his paintings, Glushakow showed the ways 

Baltimore changed over the years and proved that everyday life is an 

important part of history.  Create your own painting, drawing, 

photograph, or piece of writing inspired by Glushakow’s scenes of 

everyday life.  Your work, like Glushakow’s paintings, will be a way to 

document history.  

Black and white photo of Jacob 

Glushakow. JMM 2006.013.1285  



Everyday Observations   
What to do: 

• Take a few moments to look at the images of Glushakow’s paintings 

on the next page.  

• What do you notice in the images? What kinds of activities are 

going on? What sounds and smells do you think the people in the 

paintings would be experiencing? What kinds of emotions do the 

people appear to have? How do Glushakow’s paintings appear 

different to the things you see in your own daily life? How do they 

look similar?  

• After you’ve spent some time looking at the paintings, begin to 

think more about your own life and the people, places, and things 

you see regularly.   

• Look at your surroundings and take note of what you see, feel, 

smell, and hear.  Think about what you see in your home or around 

your neighborhood.  You may find it helpful to write or sketch some 

ideas.  

• After you have some ideas, try creating a drawing, painting, 

photograph, or piece of writing that represents your everyday life 

right now. 

• Don’t forget to sign your name and write the date on your finished 

work.   
 

 Bonus Challenge:  Create another piece inspired by your daily 

 life using a different material. Try experimenting with unique 



"E. Lombard Street and Central Avenue." (1939)

JMM 2010.083.002  

"Ralph's Poultry." JMM 1990.066.001  

“E. Lombard Street.”  JMM 2010.083.006  “Pressing Machine.” JMM 1989.067.001  



Jewish Museum of Maryland 
#ColoringOurCollections:  

The Art of Jacob Glushakow 
 

 
 

The first child of Russian Jewish immigrants, Esther and Abraham Glushakow, Jacob entered the world at sea on the ship Bradenburg traveling 
from Bremen, Germany to Philadelphia. The family, after fleeing the beginning of World War I, settled in East Baltimore. Jacob graduated from 
City College in 1933 and attended the Maryland Institute of Art. Until the end of his life, he sketched and painted the city he loved. He described 
his powerfully rendered images to The Baltimore Sun as "emotion recollected in tranquility."  

In his vivid compositions, often painted with electric turquoises, saturated oranges and rusty browns, Glushakow found importance in the 
humdrum, the noble in the quotidian. His eye transformed people sitting in a park, workman lounging at the harbor, even the interior of a 
tailor's shop resonate with visual significance. He made the common place scenes and objects of life tell stories. Today, his work provides a 
glimpse of a largely vanished Baltimore and reminds us that the urban landscape of the city changed profoundly throughout the twentieth 
century. 

 

Bio from http://www.mdhs.org/pressrelease/art-jacob-glushakow. 

http://www.mdhs.org/pressrelease/art-jacob-glushakow


 

Woman and child shopping on a busy street. 
No date  
Gift of the Estate of Riva Novey 
 Jewish Museum of Maryland 2006.066.082 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Men unloading a truck. 
No date. 
Gift of the Estate of Riva Novey 
 Jewish Museum of Maryland 2006.066.085 
 



 
Woman and child with a shopkeeper 
April 1934 
Gift of the Estate of Riva Novey 
 Jewish Museum of Maryland 2006.066.083 

 



 
 

Making pottery, No date 
Gift of Gloria Harris, Jewish Museum of Maryland 2011.029.434 



 
Man painting, No date 

Gift of Gloria Harris  
Jewish Museum of Maryland 2011.029.435 



 
 

Women knitting, No date 
Gift of Gloria Harris  

Jewish Museum of Maryland 2011.029.436 



 
Seniors crafting, No date 

Gift of Gloria Harris 
Jewish Museum of Maryland 2011.029.443 

 
Share your creations with us! 

Tweet us at @jewishmuseummd or post to our Facebook. 
Remember to use the hashtag #ColorOurCollections. 





What you will need:  

• Paper 

• Materials of choice (markers, 

pens, pencils) 

Abstract Creations    

Amalie Rothschild (1916-2001) was a painter, sculptor, and printmaker. 

She was born to a German Jewish family in Baltimore and lived her 

entire life in the city.  As an artist, she worked in many different media 

and her works often involved a variety of materials including plexiglass, 

aluminum, bronze, bark, oil and acrylic paint, and watercolor. Unlike 

Jacob Glushakow, she did not try to capture the world as it looked. 

Instead, she worked in a style called geometric abstraction, which 

involves using shapes, forms, and colors to express feelings and ideas 

instead of accurately representing a specific subject matter.  

Explore some of the images Rothschild’s artworks and then create 

your own abstract geometric drawing.   

Amalie Rothschild in her studio in 1988. 

image courtesy of www.amalierothschild.com  



Abstract Creations    
What to do:  

• Look at the images of Amalie Rothschild’s works.  What do you 

notice about them? What is similar and what is different between 

her artworks and those of Glushakow? What shapes can you 

recognize in her artworks?    

• Gather your paper and other materials. If you would like, you can 

also get things around your house with interesting shapes and use 

them to trace onto your piece of paper.  Or you can freely draw 

different shapes like triangles, squares, circles, trapezoids, diamonds, 

etc.  

• Try adding lines, squiggles, and other forms in between the shapes 

you’ve drawn.  

• If you would like, you can add color to your drawing.  Abstract art is 

often about expressing emotion through color so think about the 

mood you would like your drawing to have when selecting the 

colors.  

• Make sure to sign your name and date your drawing when you are 

finished.  

 

Bonus Challenge:  In some of Rothschild’s works,  she used 

 geometric shapes to give the idea or impression of her subject. In 

 her piece, “Moses,” she used basic shapes to give the impression 

 of a Torah without making it closely resemble a real-life version of 

 the object. Find an object in your home and see if you can create 

 a drawing or sculpture of it using only basic shapes.  



"Decalogue." (1997), JMM 1987.050.001a  

"Moses." JMM 1988.136.001  

“Ripening of the Oranges.”  

Study for “Cum Laude” (1980), image 

courtesy of the Baltimore Museum of Art 



Make a Mezuzah     

Ritual art objects, or Judaica, are a very important part of Jewish 

practice. These are items like kiddush cups, Havdalah candles, mezuzot, 

sukkot, and seder plates that are used while celebrating rituals for 

Jewish holidays, Shabbat, or in everyday life.  Making and collecting 

beautiful Judaica is a way to practice hiddur mitzvah, which means 

elevating a commandment by using beautiful materials to perform the 

task.  You can make rituals and holidays special by making the objects 

connected to the ritual or holiday as beautiful as possible.   
 

Create your own mezuzah,  a small case attached to the right doorpost 

of Jewish homes and businesses, by reusing materials you have in your 

home.  But take the extra time to decorate it and make it beautiful to 

practice hiddur mitzvah.  

What you will need:  

• Matchbox or other small container 

• Masking tape 

• Popsicle stick  

• Pen or marker 

• Glue 

• Craft supplies and decorations  

• Paper 



Make a Mezuzah     

What to do:  

• Tape the popsicle stick to the back of the matchbox lengthwise, 

make sure not to tape the box shut.  

• Decorate your box with craft supplies. Make sure to take the 

extra time to make it beautiful.  

• Many mezuzot are marked with the Hebrew letter shin.  Add the 

letter to your box using a pen or marker.  Use the 

image to the right for help writing it.  

• Inside every mezuzah case, there is a parchment scroll 

with the central prayer of Judaism, the Shema, on it.  

Often it is a kosher scroll which is a beautiful work of art itself. 

For this homemade mezuzah, you can make your own scroll. You 

can print out an online version of the Shema or write the first line 

of the prayer “Shema Yisrael: Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad: Hear, 

O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is One” on a piece of 

paper.  Roll your paper left to right and place it inside the box.  

• Attach your mezuzah to the right side of a doorpost at a height 

that is easy to reach. Let the top lean slightly towards the room it 

leads to.   

 

 Bonus Challenge:  Make a mezuzah out of a different 

 material such as a glue stick or marker. Decorate it in a 

 different style than your first mezuzah.  



Snowflake Papercuts    

Papercutting is one of the most well-

known and long-lasting types of Jewish 

folk art. Papercuts are made by cutting 

shapes and words out of paper or 

parchment.  Although papercutting was 

not invented by Jewish artists, it has been 

practiced by them since the Middle Ages 

(1400s).  Jewish artists often used paper 

cuts to decorate ketubbot, or marriage 

contracts. One of the reasons for the art 

form’s popularity is because it involves 

using materials that are widely available 

and not very expensive.  Artists often 

create intricate and detailed papercuts, 

but you can cut out any design you like. Create your own snowflake by 

folding and cutting paper.  You can follow along with the step-by-step 

instructions on the next page and use the pictures on the following 

page for guidance.   

What you will need:  

• Paper (you can use any type of paper such as printer paper, tissue 

paper or newspaper)      

• Scissors 

Paper cut art work.  JMM  

2012.054.024.004 



Snowflake Papercuts     
What to do:  

1. Start with a square piece of paper. 

2. Fold the square in half to make a rectangle. 

3. Fold the rectangle in half to make a square with 4 layers. 

4. Unfold the square. Bring the paper's right and left sides inward 

vertically, matching the edges to the center fold you created in Step 2. 

5. Open the paper to its rectangular shape again. Fold the left edge 

towards the right, tilting it so that the bottom tip of the paper touches 

the fold closest to the right side of the rectangle. 

6. Leave the new fold in place and fold the right edge of the rectangle 

over to match the angled edge on the left creating a new unit.  

7. Fold the new unit in half lengthwise, matching the sides carefully.  

8. Cut away the bottom edge of this unit, making sure to make the cut 

far enough away from the bottom so that all layers are included.  You 

can make your cut straight or at an angle.  

9. Make cuts into the sides and bottom of the folded paper.  If you 

want, you can trim the top tip to create an opening in the center of 

the snowflake.  Try making a few different cuts in the center of your 

snowflake. 

10. Unfold your paper to reveal your finished snowflake.  

 Bonus Challenge:  Try making a more complex design like a   

  rose. For help, check out this video here.  

https://www.bimbam.com/jewish-papercuts/
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